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Feb 2nd, 2020 
The Flood 

Genesis 6:8-8:19 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Jan 26 Exodus 25-27  Jan 30 Exodus 36-38 
Jan 27 Exodus 28-29  Jan 31 Exodus 39-40 
Jan 28 Exodus 30-32   Feb 1 Lev. 1-4  
Jan 29 Exodus 33-35  Feb 2 Lev. 5-7 
 

Lesson Introduction: Our lesson this week will focus on 
the flood. Last week we saw how sin ran rampant after 
the fall. By the time we get to chapter 6, we see that “the 
LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). Because 
this was true, God chose to bring judgment on the entire 
world. This week, we will see what it looks like to walk in 
the favor of God, how God preserves us through the 
floods of life, and how He brings about peace where 
there was once chaos.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS: 
 

 God graciously saves (6:8) 
 

 Righteousness and blamelessness are found in 
walking with God (6:9) 

 

 The Lord is our refuge in times of trouble (7:16) 
 

 Through Christ, we pass from death to life (8:1-19) 
 

Genesis 6:9-8:19 
 
Discussion Section 1: Grace and Righteousness (6:8-7:5) 
 
-What does it mean that “Noah found favor in the eyes 
of the LORD”? 
 
-What was it about Noah that made him “righteous” and 
“blameless”? 
 
-How does Noah respond to God’s grace toward him? 
 
Note: We saw last week that God was intent on wiping 
out humanity because of their great sin. But in verse 8 of 
chapter 6, we see that there was one man who found 
favor in the eyes of the LORD. That man was Noah. As we 
consider this favor that Noah found, we should think 
about why it is that this favor was found. The word 

“favor” in this passage, means “grace.” Grace is defined 
as “unmerited favor.” We might think that God had favor 
on Noah because he was a righteous and blameless man, 
but it is important to understand what is meant when 
righteousness and blamelessness are mentioned. Pastor 
John Piper explains (excerpt from his November 27, 1983 
sermon “God’s Covenant With Noah”):  
 
“The reason Noah was spared was because he ‘found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord.’ Noah was not without 
sin, but he found favor with God because ‘he walked 
with God’ (6:9): he agreed with God about the evil of 
his own sin, turned from it, and trusted God for grace. 
He is called righteous and blameless in Genesis 6:9. But 
blameless in the Old Testament doesn't always mean 
sinless. A man is blameless if he does not persist in his 
blameworthy actions, if he hates them, turns from 
them, and comes to God seeking mercy (Job 1:1). 
Neither does righteous mean sinless. In the Old 
Testament, a righteous man is a sinner who hates his 
sin, turns from it, trusts God, pursues obedience, and 
enjoys acceptance by grace. (See Psalm 32:1–2, 10–11). 
This is confirmed by Hebrews 11:7, ‘By faith Noah, 
being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, 
took heed and constructed an ark for the saving of his 
household; by this he condemned the world and 
became an heir of the righteousness which comes by 
faith.’ 
 
Noah was not an exception to the rule of universal 
sinfulness. He had experienced what the Old Testament 
calls the ‘circumcision of the heart’ (Deuteronomy 30:6) 
and what the New Testament calls new birth (1 Peter 
1:23). That gave rise to repentance and faith. 
Therefore, the doctrine of sin stands as the first lesson 
of this story. Apart from new birth and faith it may be 
said of all men and women and children ‘every 
imagination of the thoughts of their heart is only evil 
continually’ (6:5).” 
 
So, we see that Noah received the grace of God, and was 
saved. He was righteous and blameless because he 
“walked with God.” Noah recognized his great need for 
God and stood in opposition of the world’s rebellion 
toward God. The LORD’s grace toward Noah obviously 
produced in him obedience. We see 6:22 and 7:5 that 
“Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.” The 
heart of a man who has been graced by God, and who is 
walking with Him, is a heart set on obedience. When we 
walk in the righteous obedience that Noah walked in, the 
blessings of the Lord are promised (Psalm 34:15, 
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Proverbs 13:21 James 4:16). May we be a people who, 
like Noah in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, turn to God for grace, and walk closely with 
Him in obedience to all He has commanded. We too can 
walk in righteousness and blamelessness by God’s grace, 
as we follow Jesus as our Savior, Lord, and Treasure.  
 
Discussion Section 2: The Lord Shut Him In (7:11-24) 
 
-What do we see take place in V. 11-12, and in V. 17-24? 
 
-What does it mean that “the LORD shut him in”? 
 
-How has the LORD been your refuge in times of 
trouble? 
 
Note: The story of the flood is often depicted in a very 
nursery rhyme type way. We think of the animals coming 
two by two to take a ride on Noah’s ark. But what is 
described in chapter 7 is anything but pleasant. We see 
waters bursting forth from the ground, which would have 
no doubt fractured the earth and, “sent magma and 
dust into the atmosphere, along with gigantic sprays of 
water, gas, and air, all penetrating the canopy 
triggering it’s downpour” (MacArthur). Genesis 7 
describes a chaotic scene, where we see the entire earth 
covered in water, and we learn that “everything on the 
dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died.” 
This passage paints one of the bleakest pictures in all of 
Scripture. Yet, in the midst of this absolute chaos, we see 
the hand of God at work to defend His chosen, by 
providing refuge from the storm.  
 
In verse 16, we see that “The LORD shut him in.” We do 
not know every detail of what this looked like, or why it 
was necessary for the LORD to be the one to close the 
door of the ark, but what we do know is that every word 
of Scripture is intentional, and when we learn that it was 
the LORD that shut Noah and his family in the ark, we 
should take note. When everything was out of control, 
God provide protection. Noah is not the savior of this 
story, no is the ark itself, rather, the One Who shut the 
door is He Who brings salvation. Psalm 46:1 tells us that 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble,” and in Isaiah 41:10 we are told, “fear not, for I 
am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you; I will uphold you with 
My righteous right hand.” Noah and his family had no 
hope apart from the LORD, and neither do we. Many of 
us can testify regarding times where the waves were 
crashing in us, but the LORD shut us in! May this passage 

remind us of the fact that God is our only hope, and that 
in Christ, we have been protected from sin. While all else 
falls apart around us, we are shut in by the death and 
resurrection of our Lord, and we have nothing to fear.  
  
Discussion Section 3: From Death to Life (8:1-19) 
 
-What are the dove and the olive leaf meant to remind 
us of? 
 
Note: As we close, we should dwell on the new life that 
God brought after the flood, and the way that He brings 
peace and new life to us. Everything on earth was buried 
by the flood. Can you imagine the kind of damage that 
kind of flooding would bring? But after all had been 
destroyed, we see that God remembered Noah and his 
family (8:1). The LORD used a dove with an olive leaf to 
signify to Noah that new life had begun to sprout on the 
earth. Years later, as Jesus was baptized, the Spirit of 
God would descend like a dove onto Him, as God showed 
the world that new life is found in Christ alone (Luke 
3:22). 
 
As we consider the new life that God brought after the 
flood, we should also think about the new life that He 
has brought us. Sin abounds all around us, and the waves 
of this life often begin to feel far to big for us to survive. 
Some of us may be in a place where it feels like 
everything around us has been destroyed, and there is no 
way that new life could be offered. Just as God dried out 
the land and caused new vegetation to sprout after the 
flood, He also works in our lives to make things new. 
Eventually, through Christ, all things will be made new 
(Revelation 21:5), and the Scriptures tell us that if we are 
in Him, we have been made new already (2 Corinthians 
5:17). As we close out this lesson may we celebrate the 
fact that God has brought us out of the floodwaters of 
sin, and given us new life!  
 
 


